
Meta Title: What's the Best Chevy 350 Engine? | %%di_name%%
Meta Description: Since 1950, Chevy has produced over 100-million small block engines.
Ready to learn more about the 350 Chevy engine? Find out what year is the best Chevy 350
engine and more!

Page Slug: /best-chevy-350-engine/

What's the Best Chevy 350 Engine?
The first generation of the Chevy small block engines debuted in 1955, being offered on the
Corvette and Bel Air models. From there, this V8 exploded in popularity, gaining a secure place
in automotive history seemingly overnight. Since 1955, the Chevy small block engine has been
redesigned and reworked, but all told, over 100 million of these incredible engines have been
sold. So, there's a good chance you've seen these engines in action on your way from
%%target_city_1%% to %%target_city_2%%.

In fact, the Chevy 350 Crate Engine has enjoyed such critical and commercial success that
Wards Auto named it one of the 10 Best Engines of the 20th Century. Whether you're looking to
take on a new auto project in your %%target_city_3%% garage or you're a Chevy enthusiast,
we're here to help you learn all you need to know about the 350 Chevy engine. Read on below
with our service and parts pros for more information!

What is a Chevy 350 Crate Engine?
Whether you're a new driver or a long-time fan, you may be wondering where the term "Crate
Engine" originated. Simply put, a Crate Engine is one that's built to be delivered and ready to be
installed with ease – on a crate! The 350 cubic inch (5.7L) became the most well-known Chevy
small-block and was used in sedans, sports cars, trucks, and more for generations. This V8
offered varying specs based on the year and model, but a 350 Crate Engine could always power
you through any journey.

These engines were popular due to their strong performance, simple maintenance, and
unwavering durability. While not built into GM vehicles from the factory since 2003, the 350
small block can still be purchased through GM Genuine Parts. 350 Crate Engines remain
popular among hot rod enthusiasts and classic car fans!

What Year is the Best Chevy 350 Engine?
Now that we've discussed the basics about the 350 Chevy engine you may be wondering, what
year is the best Chevy 350 engine? While there may be some room for debate among Chevy
fans, we feel that there are a few iterations of this engine that stand out:

https://www.wardsauto.com/
https://www.wardsauto.com/news-analysis/10-best-engines-20th-century
https://www.genuinegmparts.com/powertrain-parts/engines/350-small-block?evar25=theblock_2020_new_service_350_engines_available_from_gm_genuine_parts
https://www.genuinegmparts.com/powertrain-parts/engines/350-small-block?evar25=theblock_2020_new_service_350_engines_available_from_gm_genuine_parts
https://www.genuinegmparts.com/


LT-1 – 1970
When the LT-1 hit the scene in 1970, it took the world by storm. This beast offered chart-topping
power that Chevy actually had to reign in to make their models street legal. The 1970 Corvette
churned out an incredible 370 hp with this V8 under the hood. The carburetor featured a
one-of-a-kind aluminum intake that could reach 780 cubic feet per minute. No matter where you
were headed in 1970, the LT-1 helped you arrive in style.

L98 – 1992
Another fan favorite is the 1992 L98 350 engine. This rendition of the Chevy 350 Crate Engine
managed to retain power, performance, and reliability, while also offering a level of fuel
efficiency never seen before. This beast featured a TPI system and aluminum cylinder heads,
helping it reach up to 230 hp.

L31 – 2002
Last but not least, the 2002 L31 350 Chevy engine deserves recognition. This version was
known publicly as the Vortec 5700 and was used in GM trucks and vans until 2002. However,
design teams referred to it as the L31, and this name has been adopted by fans as well.
Notably, this engine featured cylinder heads that were paired with combustion chambers and
intake ports that were similar to the LT-1 350 engine.

Rely on %%di_name%% for All Things Automotive
Whether you're looking to supe up your project car or you want to find something new,
%%di_name%% has you covered. Our team has expertise in all things Chevy and can help you
with any automotive need. We're conveniently located in %%di_city%%, so you know that
reliable car care is never far away. Still asking, "What year is the best Chevy 350 engine?" our
team can guide you through all of your car care concerns. Contact us today to continue learning
about the Chevy 350 Crate Engine and more!


